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The Beaver Dam Fire Department is a valuable community asset. Our department provided 

essential services over 2,500 times to residents, businesses and visitors in 2018. For the 

individuals whom we have rendered aide to, they are aware of what we do. For the rest of the 

population, who have not needed our assistance, this report serves to bring awareness of what 

the Beaver Dam Fire Department does. 
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From the Desk of Chief Mannel 

This report to the Mayor, Police and Fire Commission, 

members of the Common Council and the citizens of Beaver 

Dam outlines the activities and accomplishments of the 

Beaver Dam Fire & Rescue Department during the calendar 

year 2018. 

The year 2018 proved to be a challenging one for the 

Beaver Dam Fire & Rescue Department. On top of the usual 

fire, rescue and EMS calls we expect to answer, we had two 

that turned out to be very unusual incidents. The first was 

the explosion at 109 Knaup Drive on March 5th that killed one 

person. The second was only a month later on April 7th. An 

early morning fire raced through an apartment building at 

600 West 3rd Street that killed two. 

The Knaup Drive Explosion is officially known as the “Village Glen Apartment Render Safe 

Operation”. Just before 1:00 p.m. on March 5th, an explosion rocked 109 Knaup Drive, a 16 unit 

building in the Village Glen Apartment complex on the City’s North side. This incident set off a 

13 day operation with five additional noteworthy events and involved many local, state, and 

federal resources. The City was in the national spotlight, all eyes were on Beaver Dam. A 28 

year man was building improvised explosive devices in his second floor apartment. While 

making the bombs a detonation occurred killing the bomb maker and severely damaging the 

apartment building. This event initiated a two week incident for the Beaver Dam Fire & Rescue 

Department.  

The April 7th Executive Apartments fire on 3rd Street happened at the worst possible time for 

residents – when they were asleep. This fire was able to get a head start on firefighters because 

the smoke detectors where individual to each apartment and there were no fire sprinklers. 

Arriving firefighters initially concentrated their efforts on search and rescue. Two unconscious 

victims were rescued by firefighters, but only one survived. Fire and smoke conditions 

deteriorated rapidly and an evacuation order was issued. A crew of firefighters searching for 

victims got lost in the dense smoke and barely made it out when a smoke explosion occurred. 

This report also outline the many other activities we had during the year. Please read our 2018 

annual report, and as always if you have any questions or concerns please contact us. 

Sincerely, 

 

Alan D. Mannel  

Fire Chief 
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Total Department Calls in 2018 

 

Total Department Calls over the Last 5 Years 

 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Total 2770 2770 2909 2712 2874

Ambulance 2101 2166 2291 2112 2120

Fire 337 280 357 328 341

IFT 332 324 261 272 413

Total Ambulance Fire IFT

Fire Calls

• 341

911 EMS Calls

• 1975

Inter-Facility 
Calls

• 413

Paramedic 
Intercepts

• 145
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Call Volume by Month 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Call Volume by Day of the Week 

  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

EMS 213 182 230 215 205 216 245 216 207 200 200 204

FIRE 31 24 48 29 26 32 34 37 17 14 30 19

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Number of Calls 378 454 432 460 412 385 353
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Call Volume by Time of the Day 

 

 

 

Top 10 EMS Dispatch Reasons In 2018 
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EMS 72 54 57 51 48 61 59 90 117 107 140 163 167 154 155 130 139 129 137 132 93 109 90 79

FIRE 11 6 1 5 4 4 11 10 12 14 18 19 24 24 21 23 32 21 13 19 14 16 8 11

Complaint  

Falls 405 

Breathing Problem 186 

Pain 98 

Chest Pain 97 

Unresponsive 92 

Convulsions/Seizure 85 

Sick Person 75 

Unknown Problem/Person Down 74 

Motor Vehicle Crash 71 

Abdominal Pain/Problems 69 
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Rate of Ambulances Responding 
As you can see by the numbers below, our calls don’t happen one at a time. Multiple calls 

generate over-time as off-duty EMS personnel are called in to staff the next unit or answer the 

next call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fire Incident Type Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

911 Calls from the Townships We Service 
 (Does not include all the townships we service) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ambulances Out at the Same Time 

 2015 2016 2017 2018 

1 1,945 2,054 1,791 2,055 

2 441 435 354 425 

3 52 54 47 46 

4 7 3 12 7 

5 1    

Fire Incident Type Report 

Fire Calls 56 

Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat 3 

Rescue & EMS Incident 75 

Hazardous Condition (No Fire) 42 

Service Call 42 

Good Intent Call 34 

False Alarm & False Call 79 

Severe Weather & Natural Disaster 1 

Special Incident Type 9 

 EMS Fire 
City of Beaver Dam 1,561 255 

Town of Beaver Dam 224 51 

Town of Calamus 32 8 

Town of Lowell 35 2 

Town of Trenton 20 11 

Town of Westford 23 5 
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109 Knaup Street 

On March 5, 2018, an explosion rocked the Village Glen Apartment Complex in Beaver Dam, 

Wisconsin. An improvised explosive device detonated, destroying the apartment and set off a 

12-day operation that ended with the thermal destruction of the apartment building. 

The day of the initial explosion started around 1:00 p.m. when an improvised explosive device 

detonated in apartment 11 of the 109 Knaup Drive building. The bomb-maker was killed in this 

explosion and the building sustained heavy damage. 

Initially thinking this explosion was possibly caused by a clandestine drug lab mishap, the police 

called in experts from the state of Wisconsin Department of Justice Division of Criminal 

Investigation, and the State Fire Marshal. These people determined the explosion was caused 

by an improvised explosive device made with a highly unstable explosive called Tri-Acetone tri-

peroxide (TATP). This discovery took the situation in a completely different direction for 12 days. 

The discovery of more explosives prompted an evacuation of the apartment complexes and 

many businesses bordered by Knaup Dr., US 151, Industrial Drive, and Spring Street. In the 

evacuation area was the 24 bed Prairie Ridge Assisted Living facility including 12 non-

ambulatory people. Several mutual aid ambulances were needed to move these people to 

Beaver Dam and Waupun Hospitals. By Tuesday morning, the lists of experts involved grew to 

include the FBI, ATF, and Dane Co. Bomb Squad. The experts determined that the safest way 

to render the remaining explosive safe was to blow them up in place with a controlled 

detonation.  
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On Wednesday March 7th bomb experts detonated the explosives. The controlled detonation 

started a major fire in the apartment building which the fire department was able to control and 

extinguish. 

The bomb technicians were concerned about the possibility of more explosives in the oven. On 

Thursday March 8th, the bomb technicians went back in to “excavate” a path to the oven. The 

initial explosion and the controlled detonation and subsequent fire caused a lot of damage and 

debris. There was white blown-in insulation, and white dry wall in the debris. The remaining 

TAPT explosives was also white. As the bomb experts were clearing the path, a small explosion 

occurred damaging the plastic garden rake they were using and causing ringing in the ears. 

The unintended explosion 

the bomb experts 

triggered caused 

everyone to re-evaluate 

this highly volatile 

situation. The bomb 

experts assembled told 

City officials that the only 

safe way to mitigate the 

explosives was to 

“thermally destroy” the 

entire building, contents 

and all. This explosive 

material was simply too 

dangerous to work with. 

We knew we were in 

uncharted territory and sought input from many experts and peers. A State incident 

management team” was assembled and met for two days. This turned out to be one of the best 

decisions we could make. 
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The team of emergency management experts assembled brought expertise and resources to 

the City. One huge problem was how to burn the 109 building down without also burning the 

113 building or damaging other exposures in the area. Deputy Chief Christian thought of 

stacking large shipping containers between the buildings. This ended up being a game-changer 

and worked very well. 

Captain Lee Smith and Deputy Chief Matt Christian made a burn plan and the date for the burn 

was set for Wednesday March 14th. By Tuesday morning weather forecasts forced us to 

postpone the burn until Thursday. This required rescheduling the army of resources needed to 

safely carry out our mission. 

Early on Thursday March 15th, 132 firefighters from 27 departments assembled at the Beaver 

Dam fire station for a safety briefing where our officers laid out the burn plan. 

All of the fire and EMS resources moved to the Knaup Drive area and prepared to carry out their 

assignments. At about 10:09 a.m., the order was given to “lite it”. Two railroad flares was all it 

took to ignite the apartment building. It took about 2 hours to completely burn the 109 building to 

the ground. This unique and highly complex incident tested not only the public safety resources 

of the City of Beaver Dam, it tested Dodge County and the State of Wisconsin as well. Years of 

training and experience of all of our people made the successful outcome of this “render-safe” 

operation possible. We couldn’t have done this without the help of our friends and neighbors. 

 

If you would like to read about this operation in more detail, visit the Fire Departments page on 

the City’s website. There is a 24 page document that explains the fire department operations 

during this event. 
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300 W. Third Street 

At 6:02am on April 7, 2018, the 

City of Beaver Dam Fire and 

Rescue Department was 

dispatched for a report of a two-

story, 13 unit multi-family 

apartment complex fire at 600 W. 

Third Street. Dispatch reported 

that residents were reporting 

heavy smoke conditions in the 

complex with no fire visible. While 

en route to the scene, Beaver 

Dam Police officers on scene 

were reporting that there were 

victims trapped on the second 

floor in the back of the building. 

The fire department responded 

immediately and arrived on scene 

at 6:06am.  

On arrival, fire department 

personnel began rescue 

operations of the victims trapped 

in the window on the second floor 

and successfully removed these 

two victims from the window.  
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While conducting a size up of the scene, fire department personnel could hear a female voice 

inside the structure yelling for help. Multiple attempts were made to rescue her by a lone 

firefighter but he was driven back by heavy smoke conditions. Fire department personnel made 

entry on the first floor and second floor to search for victims. These search teams were faced 

with heavy smoke conditions with absolutely zero visibility and high heat. The team searching 

for the female on the first floor found her on the stairs from the basement and found her 

unresponsive, she was removed from the structure by this search team and was treated and 

transported to a hospital where she was treated and made a full recovery. One of the teams 

searching the second floor found an unresponsive victim on the second floor in the hallway and 

while removing this victim from the structure, one of the search team members became 

disorientated due to the heavy smoke conditions and zero visibility. However, he was able to 

find his way out of the structure with help from the search team. 
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Once outside, the 

unresponsive victim was not 

breathing, CPR was started 

immediately, the victim 

regained a pulse and was 

treated and transported to a 

hospital and was later 

transferred to a higher level 

care facility, were 

unfortunately she later 

succumbed to her injuries.  

Fire department personnel 

made numerous attempts to 

find the fire. Due to fire 

department personnel’s 

keen awareness of the 

changing smoke conditions, all fire department personnel were ordered out of the building 

immediately at 6:36am, at this time fire department personnel began defensive fire operations.  

Shortly after evacuating the structure, there was a smoke explosion followed immediately by 

heavy fire conditions throughout the structure. Fire department personnel along with the Beaver 

Dam Police Department were attempting to locate and account for all the residents of the 

apartment complex.  

Due to the exceptional work by the police department personnel, all but one of the residents 

were accounted for. At 12:45pm the fire was considered under control and at 5:31pm the fire 

was completely extinguished. The scene was secured by the Beaver Dam Police Department 

and a few Beaver Dam Fire Department personnel remained on the scene throughout the night 

to monitor the building for any flare ups.  

On April 8, the Beaver Dam Fire Department along with personnel from the Beaver Dam Police 

Department, Wisconsin Department of Justice, ATF and the Dodge County Medical Examiner’s 

Office returned to the scene and recovered a victim found in the basement of the structure.  

Fire department personnel along with the Beaver Dam Police Department, Wisconsin 

Department of Justice and ATF worked at the scene from April 7, 2018 through April 12, 2018 to 

investigate this fire. On April 12, the structure was released to the property owner.  

The Beaver Dam Fire Department was assisted by the following agencies; Fall River Fire 

Department, Hustisford Fire Department, Lowell Fire Department, Reeseville Fire Department, 

Juneau Fire Department, Horicon Fire department, Randolph fire department, Watertown fire 

department, Columbus fire department, Fox Lake fire department, Mayville fire department, 

Waupun fire department, Burnett fire department, Beaver Dam Police department, City of 

Beaver Dam Water, City of Beaver Dam Public Works, Dodge County Emergency Management, 

Dodge County Sheriff’s Office Communication Center, Dodge County Sheriff’s Office and City of 

Beaver Dam Community Senior Center.   
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Training Report 

Today's fire service is a multi-disciplined operation—fire suppression, emergency medical 

services, hazardous materials, technical rescue, and so on. The key to improving safety, fire-

ground efficiency, and the chances of survival of those who call us rest on our drive to improve. 

Listed below is the training our department completed in 2018. 

 630 Hours of training was conducted in house by BDFD Instructors 

 Department members attended 50 training sessions offered outside the fire department. 

These included EMS and Fire related conferences, National Fire Academy Courses, 

Dive Conferences, Leadership and Officer related training courses. 

 The following members completed their IFSAC (International Fire Service Accreditation 

Congress) Firefighter I Training 

o Andrew Stegner 

o Gus Herrera-Olivas 

o Cody DeVries  

o Andrea Hill 

o Joe Robinson 

 The following members successfully completed IFSAC Fire Instructor I Training: 

o Wes Jahnke 

o Chris Ackley 
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 The following member successfully completed IFSAC Fire Officer I Training: 

o Chris Ackley 

 The following members successfully completed Open Water Diving and Full Mask 

Certification: 

o Josh Coffey 

o Jeremy DuCharme 

o Nick Guthery 

 The Beaver Dam Fire Department Dive Team 

members completed Dry Suit Training 

 The Beaver Dam Fire Department 

successfully completed two acquired 

structure house burns in accordance with 

NFPA (National Fire Protection Association) 

1403 Standard on Live Fire Training 

 The following members successfully 

completed Certified Confined Space Training: 

o Jake Zemlicka-Retzlaff 

o Chris Ackley 

o Matt Weidler 

o Wes Jahnke 

o Nick Guthery 

o John Jatczak 

 Beaver Dam Fire Department Paramedics, 

IV-Techs and EMT Basics completed 

required refresher training  
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ROSC 

According to the American Heart Association, the national average for victims of cardiac arrest 

getting a pulse back after lifesaving measures is 10-12%. This life-altering event is referred to 

as the return of spontaneous circulation or ROSC. Through significant training and experience, 

the members of the Beaver Dam Fire Department have historically been able to give cardiac 

arrest patients as much as triple the chances of survival over the national average. Good quality 

CPR and ACLS treatment aid in the resumption of a normal heartbeat with perceptible pulse to 

the cardiac arrest patient. This means the patient who, upon arrival had no pulse and was not 

breathing, now has a pulse that can be felt and the heart is attempting to beat with a regular 

rhythm. 

 

Narcan Administration 
Narcan™ (naloxone) is an opiate antidote. Opioids include heroin and prescription pain pills like 

morphine, codeine, oxycodone, methadone and Vicodin. When a person is overdosing on an 

opioid, breathing can slow down or stop and it can very hard to wake them from this state. 

Narcan is a prescription medicine that blocks the effects of opioids and reverses an overdose. It 

cannot be used to get a person high. If given to a person who has not taken opioids, it will not 

have any effect on him or her, since there is no opioid overdose to reverse. 

If a person has taken opioids and is then given Narcan, the opioids will be knocked out of the 

opiate receptors in the brain. Narcan can help even if opioids are taken with alcohol or other 

drugs. After a dose of Narcan the person should begin to breathe more normally and it will 

become easier to wake them. It is very important to give help to an overdosing person right 

away. Brain damage can occur within only a few minutes of an opioid overdose as the result of 

a lack of oxygen to the brain. 

Narcan can be given by intramuscular (IM) injection - into the muscle of the arm, thigh or 

buttocks - or with a nasal spray device (into the nose). 

Narcan generally works within about 5 minutes. Repeated doses may be necessary if a person 

is still showing signs of overdose even after the first dose. 

(http://stopoverdoseil.org/narcan.html) 

The chart on the right shows how many times Narcan was 

administered over the last 5 years by the Beaver Dam Fire 

Department EMS. 

 

Year Cardiac Arrests Return of Spontaneous Circulation 
2014 56 16% 

2015 49 33% 

2016 48 29% 

2017 52 38% 

2018 41 29% 

2014  14  

2015  51  

2016  72  

2017  67  

2018 58 
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EMT Refresher 

Every two years, our EMTs and paramedics demonstrate their commitment to excellence by 

partaking in a refresher course here at the station. As we continue to evolve in the world of 

medicine, it’s important for those who are working hard to keep the public safe to also take part 

in the new developments. A refresher course is necessary because certification is valid for two 

years and EMTs and paramedics are required to keep their certification up to date so that they 

can continue to work in the emergency medical field. Because the medical field is one of rapid 

change and advances in technology, the refresher course provides training in the newest 

medical techniques, as well as allowing the paramedic to brush up on the mandatory core 

topics.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stop the Bleed Program 

In 2018 members of the Beaver Dam Fire Department worked with area departments and the 

Dodge County Emergency Management office to train a majority of the public schools in Dodge 

County in “Stop the Bleed”. This is a program developed to teach civilians how to control life 

threatening bleeding in victims of accidental injury, active shooter or other intentional mass 

casualty events at the point of wounding. In addition to training, the Stop the Bleed program has 

been instrumental in getting life-saving bleeding control kits into classrooms. All public schools 

in Dodge County have received multiple kits to place strategically in their facilities. Several area 

businesses and government agencies have also been trained in Stop the Bleed. This effort will 

continue into 2019 to include all parochial and private schools in the county. 
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Our Roster as of Dec 31, 2018 

Last Name First Name Date Hired Position 
Ackley Christopher 2/1/2010 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Bartol Matthew 3/7/2012 POC Firefighter/AEMT 

Bau Charles 1/15/2002 Firefighter/Paramedic/Fire Inspector 

Braunschweig Corey 8/29/2006 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Buchda Nicholas 9/1/2003 POC Firefighter Lieutenant/AEMT 

Christian Matthew 9/1/1993 Deputy Chief/AEMT 

Coffey Joshua 4/1/2018 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Daane Michael 1/16/1996 POC Firefighter/AEMT 

DeVries Cody 8/1/2017 POC Firefighter 

DuCharme Jeremy 2/1/2018 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Guthery Nick 5/1/2017 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Hartl Paul 4/1/1995 Captain/Paramedic/EMS Training Officer 

Herrera-Olivas Guillermo 12/1/2015 POC Firefighter 

Hill Andrea 8/1/2017 POC Firefighter 

Hill Thomas 8/2/2016 POC Firefighter 

Jahnke Wesley 6/1/2015 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Jatczak John 3/1/2009 Firefighter/Paramedic/Fire Inspector 

Johnson Russell 1/1/1986 Captain/Paramedic/Public Education Officer 

Klatt Anthony 1/16/2005 POC Firefighter/AEMT Lieutenant 

Kopmeyer Jacob 2/4/2014 POC Firefighter/Paramedic 

Letto Lana 5/3/2012 Administrative Assistant 

Ludtke Joe 8/1/2017 POC Firefighter 

Mannel Alan 4/1/2009 Fire Chief/AEMT 

Modaff Brad 10/1/2016 POC Firefighter 

Mullin Dan 5/1/2018 POC Firefighter/EMT Basic 

Nehr Kyle 6/4/2013 POC Firefighter 

Neuman Donald 9/1/1987 POC Firefighter Lieutenant 

Neuman Kyle 1/15/2014 POC Firefighter/AEMT 

Neumann John 3/16/1993 POC Firefighter Lieutenant 

Peck Gary 10/3/2017 POC Firefighter/EMT Basic 

Reddie George 9/16/2007 POC Firefighter Lieutenant 

Resop Hunter 8/1/2018 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Robinson Joe 8/1/2017 POC Firefighter 

Schoenberger David 4/1/1995 POC Firefighter 

Smith Lee 7/16/1997 Captain/AEMT/Fire Training Officer 

Smith Donald 9/1/1997 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Smith Nicholas 8/28/2007 POC Firefighter 

Stegner Andrew 8/1/2017 POC Firefighter 

Stegner George 1/16/1996 POC Firefighter 

Stephens Michael 8/23/2008 POC Firefighter/Paramedic 

Theel Eric  6/16/2008 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Thomas Tony 4/1/1994 Firefighter/AEMT/Fire Inspector 

Waugus Erick 1/16/1996 POC Firefighter Lieutenant 

Weidler Matthew 3/5/2013 Firefighter/Paramedic 

Wuesthoff Dustin 8/23/2008 POC Firefighter 

Zemlicka-Retzlaff Jake 8/3/2015 Firefighter/Paramedic 



2018 Annual Report | 17  
 

Personnel Changes in 2018 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hired Off 1 Year Probation Resigned Retired 
Joshua Coffey Nick Guthery Jim Yaroch Lee Heiling 

Jeremy DuCharme Cody DeVries Tyler Dolgner  

Dan Mullin Andrea Hill Brandon Reisinger 

Hunter Resop Joe Ludtke Alex Hartzheim  

 Andrew Stegner Preston Turner 

Gary Peck Spencer Sennhenn 

 Scott Dutzle 
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Fire Prevention Week 

Emergency personnel visited 

local schools throughout 

October to talk with students 

about fire safety and 

awareness. Preschoolers, first 

graders and third graders are 

taught how to get out of their 

home safely in case of a fire. 

They talked about how to call 

911 in case of an emergency. 

They even saw a firefighter 

dressed in turnout gear, which 

can be scary for little kids. 

Students also learned the 

importance of escaping a home 

fire quickly and making sure 

everyone knows the "meeting 

place" outside the home. The 

firefighters also took the time to 

reassure the children that 

emergency personnel are 

always on the job and that if 

they need help, someone will 

come to their house.   
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Expenditures with Comparison to Budget 
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Services Provided by the BDFD 
 Fire Suppression and Rescue 

 Confined Space Rescue 

 Surface Ice Rescue/ Open Water Dive Rescue/Recovery 

 Rope Rescue 

 Trench Rescue 

 Automobile and Industrial Extrication 

 Emergency Management 

 Advanced Life Support Response 

 Fire Safety Building Inspections 

 Code Enforcement 

 Building Plan Review 

 Fire Safety Training for Businesses 

 Medical Transports 

 Public Service/ Assistance 

 Hazardous Materials Response 

 School Fire Safety Education 

 Special Event Standby 

 Fire Investigations 

A Welcomed Thank You 

 
Did you ever have one of those days when you need a little "pick-me-up? At a time when our 
firefighters were going through what a very unique situation, this little pick-me-up came in the 

mail. It is a "Thank You" card from the residents of the Knaup Drive area. It came at a time 
when it was certainly needed and appreciated most. 
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Engine 94 came home in 2018! It will 

be used for public education, parades, 

and other special events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new rescue boat, 1287, was put in 

service this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the ARC of Dodge County 
were taught valuable first aid skills. Giving 
these students this knowledge and 
teaching them how to respond in an 
emergency helps to boost their 
confidence, self-esteem, teamwork and 
communication skills.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Beaver Dam Fire Department 
205 S. Lincoln Avenue 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916 

920-887-4609 
Find us on Facebook! 


